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S. 906, to promote wildland firefighter 
safety; S. 2003, to make permanent the 
authorization for watershed restora-
tion and enhancement agreements; 
H.R. 585, to require Federal land man-
agers to support, and to communicate, 
coordinate, and cooperate with, des-
ignated gateway communities, to im-
prove the ability of gateway commu-
nities to participate in Federal land 
management planning conducted by 
the Forest Service and agencies of the 
Department of the Interior, and to re-
spond to the impacts of the public use 
of the Federal lands administered by 
these agencies, and for other purposes; 
and H.R. 3981, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out cer-
tain land exchnges involving small par-
cels of National Forest System land in 
the Tahoe National Forest in the State 
of California, and for other purposes. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing; witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send two 
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150. 

For further information, please con-
tact Frank Gladics at 202–224–2878 or 
Sara Zecher 202–224–8276. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 3, 2006 at 
3:30 p.m. in closed session to mark up 
the national defense authorization act 
for fiscal year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 
3:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Nomina-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 3, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet tomorrow, May 3, 2006 from 10 
a.m.–12 p.m. in Dirksen 106 for the pur-
pose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 10 a.m. in 
closed session to mark up the Airland 
Programs and provisions contained in 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 
PRODUCT SAFETY, AND INSURANCE 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President. I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Consumer Affairs, Prod-
uct Safety, and Insurance be author-
ized to meet on Wednesday, May 3, 
2006, at 2:30 p.m., on Pool Safety. 

The PRESIDING. OFFICER Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Seapower be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 9 
a.m. in closed session to mark up the 
Seapower programs and provisions con-
tained in the National Defense Author-
ization Act for fiscal year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Strategic Forces be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, May 3, 2006 
at 11:30 a.m. in closed session to mark 
up the Strategic Forces programs and 
provisions contained in the National 
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

58TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDE-
PENDENCE OF THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 463, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 463) recognizing the 

58th anniversary of the independence of the 
State of Israel. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
acknowledge three significant days of 
commemoration that fall around this 
time each year. Today is the 58th anni-
versary of David Ben Gurion’s declara-
tion of Israel’s Independence and the 
end of the British Mandate in Israel. As 
a Jewish American, I am proud to be 
one of the cosponsors of the concurrent 
resolution the Senate will pass cele-
brating Yom Haatzmaut, Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day. 

Yom Haatzmaut is usually observed 
on the 5th of the Jewish month Iyyar; 
this year it falls on May 3rd. In Israel, 
Yom Haatzmaut is always preceded by 
Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day 
for fallen soldiers. The proximity of 
the dates is a reminder that Israelis 
owe their independence to the soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives for it. The of-
ficial switch from Yom Hazikaron to 
Yom Haatzmaut is signaled when the 
flag is raised from half staff to the top 
of the pole in a ceremony on Mount 
Herzl in Jerusalem after sundown. 

Last week, the Senate commemo-
rated Yom Hashoa, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, with S. Res. 445, which I 
also cosponsored. Yom Hashoa is when 
the Jewish community solemnly re-
members the suffering caused by the 
Nazi Holocaust led by Adolph Hitler 
during World War II. During the Holo-
caust, over six million Jews perished, 
along with Gypsies, homosexuals, and 
other victims of Nazi genocide. 

Yom Hashoa is observed every year 
on the 27th of Nisan in the Jewish cal-
endar, a week after the seventh day of 
Passover, and a week before Yom 
Hazikaron and Yom Haatzmaut. Yom 
Hashoa became a national holiday in 
the State of Israel in 1959. Each year, 
throughout the streets of Israel, the 
sound of sirens on Yom Hashoa stops 
traffic and pedestrians for 2 minutes of 
silent devotion. 

Mr. President, I am pleased that the 
U.S. Senate is adopting these impor-
tant measures. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 463) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 463 

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, the State of 
Israel was established as a sovereign and 
independent country; 

Whereas the United States was 1 of the 
first countries to recognize Israel, only 11 
minutes after its creation; 

Whereas Israel has provided Jews from all 
over the world with an opportunity to rees-
tablish their ancient homeland; 

Whereas Israel is home to many religious 
sites that are sacred to Judaism, Christi-
anity, and Islam; 

Whereas Israel provided a refuge to Jews 
who survived the horrors of the Holocaust, 
which were unprecedented in human history; 

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a unique, pluralistic democracy that 
incorporates the freedoms cherished by the 
people of the United States, including— 

(1) the freedom of speech; 
(2) the freedom of religion; 
(3) the freedom of association; 
(4) the freedom of the press; and 
(5) government by the consent of the gov-

erned; 
Whereas Israel continues to serve as a 

shining model of democratic values by— 
(1) regularly holding free and fair elec-

tions; 
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(2) promoting the free exchange of ideas; 

and 
(3) vigorously exercising in its Parliament, 

the Knesset, a democratic government that 
is fully representative of its citizens; 

Whereas Israel has bravely defended itself 
from terrorist and military attacks repeat-
edly since it declared its independence; 

Whereas the Government of Israel has suc-
cessfully worked with the neighboring Gov-
ernments of Egypt and Jordan to establish 
peaceful and bilateral relations; 

Whereas, despite the deaths of over 1,000 
innocent Israelis at the hands of murderous 
suicide bombers and other terrorists during 
the last 5 years, the people of Israel continue 
to seek peace with their Palestinian neigh-
bors; 

Whereas visionary Israeli leaders like 
Yitzhak Rabin and Ariel Sharon were at the 
forefront of creating conditions for peace in 
the Middle East; 

Whereas the United States and Israel enjoy 
a strategic partnership based on shared 
democratic values, friendship, and respect; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
share an affinity with the people of Israel 
and view Israel as a strong and trusted ally; 

Whereas Israel has made significant global 
contributions in the fields of science, medi-
cine, and technology; and 

Whereas the Independence Day of Israel on 
the Jewish calendar coincides this year with 
May 3, 2006: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the independence of the 

State of Israel as a significant event for pro-
viding refuge and a national homeland for 
the Jewish people; 

(2) commends the bipartisan commitment 
of all administrations and Congresses of the 
United States since 1948 that stood by Israel 
and worked for its security and well-being; 

(3) congratulates the United States and 
Israel for strengthening their bilateral rela-
tions during the last year in the fields of de-
fense, diplomacy, and homeland security, 
and encourages both countries to continue 
their cooperation in resolving future mutual 
challenges; and 

(4) extends warm congratulations and best 
wishes to the people of Israel as they cele-
brate the 58th anniversary of the independ-
ence of Israel. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this reso-
lution we addressed is a resolution rec-
ognizing the 58th anniversary of the 
independence of the State of Israel. I 
am proud to be the sponsor of this reso-
lution and appreciate my colleagues 
for joining me on this resolution. 

f 

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS 
DAY 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 464, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 464) designating June 

7, 2006, as ‘‘National Hunger Awareness Day’’ 
and authorizing the Senate offices of Sen-
ators Gordon H. Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln, 
Elizabeth Dole, and Richard J. Durbin to col-
lect donations of food during the period be-
ginning May 9, 2006, and ending June 7, 2006, 
from concerned Members of Congress and 
staff to assist families suffering from hunger 
and food insecurity in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 464) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 464 

Whereas food insecurity and hunger are a 
fact of life for millions of low-income citi-
zens of the United States and can produce 
physical, mental, and social impairments; 

Whereas recent data published by the De-
partment of Agriculture show that almost 
38,200,000 people in the United States live in 
households experiencing hunger or food inse-
curity; 

Whereas the problem of hunger and food 
insecurity can be found in rural, suburban, 
and urban portions of the United States, 
touching nearly every community of the Na-
tion; 

Whereas, although substantial progress has 
been made in reducing the incidence of hun-
ger and food insecurity in the United States, 
certain groups remain vulnerable to hunger 
and the negative effects of food deprivation, 
including the working poor, the elderly, 
homeless people, children, migrant workers, 
and Native Americans; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have a long tradition of providing food as-
sistance to hungry people through acts of 
private generosity and public support pro-
grams; 

Whereas the Federal Government provides 
essential nutritional support to millions of 
low-income people through numerous Fed-
eral food assistance programs, including— 

(1) the federal food stamp program, as es-
tablished by the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.); 

(2) child nutrition programs; and 
(3) food donation programs; 
Whereas there is a growing awareness of 

the important public and private partnership 
role that community-based organizations, 
institutions of faith, and charities provide in 
assisting hungry and food-insecure people; 

Whereas more than 50,000 local commu-
nity-based organizations rely on the support 
and efforts of more than 1,000,000 volunteers 
to provide food assistance and services to 
millions of vulnerable people; 

Whereas a diverse group of organizations 
have documented substantial increases in re-
quests for emergency food assistance during 
the last year; and 

Whereas all citizens of the United States 
can help participate in hunger relief efforts 
in their communities by— 

(1) donating food and money; 
(2) volunteering; and 
(3) supporting public policies aimed at re-

ducing hunger: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 7, 2006, as ‘‘National 

Hunger Awareness Day’’; 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Hunger Awareness Day 
with— 

(A) appropriate ceremonies, volunteer ac-
tivities, and other support for local anti-hun-
ger advocacy efforts and hunger relief char-
ities, including food banks, food rescue orga-
nizations, food pantries, soup kitchens, and 
emergency shelters; and 

(B) the continued support of programs and 
public policies that reduce hunger and food 
insecurity in the United States; and 

(3) authorizes the offices of Senators Gor-
don H. Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln, Elizabeth 
Dole, and Richard J. Durbin to collect dona-
tions of food during the period beginning 
May 8, 2006, and ending June 7, 2006, from 
concerned Members of Congress and staff to 
assist families suffering from hunger and 
food insecurity in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2700 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is 
due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the title of the bill for 
the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2700) to amend the Clean Air Act 

to provide for a Federal Fuels List, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in order to 
place the bill on the calendar under the 
provisions of rule XIV, I object to fur-
ther proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be placed on 
the calendar. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 22 AND S. 23 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk, 
and I ask for their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 22) to improve patient access to 

health care services and so forth, and for 
other purposes. 

A bill (S. 23) to improve women’s access to 
health care services and so forth, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask for a 
second reading, and in order to place 
the bills on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bills will receive their second 
reading on the next legislative day. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will con-
tinue with our business, but I have to 
stop a moment and note that both of 
these bills, S. 22 and S. 23, address an 
issue that is very close to my heart be-
cause they focus on reform of a medical 
liability system, or a medical mal-
practice system that is just flat out 
broken. The sad thing about it is that 
the patients suffer. Future mothers— 
women who are pregnant—have to 
worry about whether an obstetrician 
will be available if they begin to have 
problems during their pregnancy. Over 
half the counties in America don’t have 
an obstetrician. If you are so unfortu-
nate as to have an accident driving 
home tonight or in to work tomorrow, 
you want to make sure there is a neu-
rosurgeon on call to be at that hospital 
to treat you in the event of a trau-
matic accident. 

The truth is neurosurgeons today are 
fleeing from taking trauma emergency 
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